Table 4a 

Mpumalanga Rail Freight Annual Tonnage by Area and Commodity - 2008
	Union and Balfour North to Volksrust (Vooruitsig) and Durban Main line (Natcor) and associated branches* 
(Coastal Direction) 

	Notes in respect of table contents: The railway traffic information that appears in this table details commodities that move over this route (Natcor).  Corridor) or part of it within the province of Mpumalanga. This includes large volumes of containerised import/export traffic. Very little traffic is forwarded from or received at stations within the Mpumalanga provincial section of the line, but a significant volume of coal is moved from the Witbank area to the Majuba Power station at Palmford, just north of Volksrust. Otherwise, traffic to and from local stations such as Greylingstad, Standerton and Perdekop is minimal. The line can be seen as a transit (or bridge) route with Mpumalana province providing access. In respect of the coal traffic to Palmford, ESKOM are planning to construct a heavy haul line from near Ermelo and when this happens, the coal traffic on the existing route will be considerably reduced.
Only traffic forwarded or received at points within Mpumalanga are detailed by station to station. Branch line traffic feeding in from the Free State at Balfour North and Firham (Standerton) is detailed, although as “Bridge” traffic. Other traffic is generally only summarised since it is regarded as foreign traffic and not significant to commerce in the province itself.   

This table details traffic forwarded from or received at specific stations within the province. Intrastate traffic is that which has been forwarded from one station in the province and received at another station in the province. Bridge traffic (also known as Transit traffic) is that which is generated on one province and which passes through Mpumalanga to another province.  
Transnet Freight Rail have recently changed Commodity descriptions and groupings. For example, Rock Phosphate is now described under the heading of “Mining of Chemical and Fertilizer Minerals: while “Wood and Wood Products” now cover Pulpwood, Sawn Timber, Mine-prop timber and Wood Chips.” This makes it difficult in some cases to make comparisons with earlier statistical data. Another heading is “Not Listed as a Commodity.” It appears that this is for commodities which the TFR statisticians have not identified in their data collection exercises.


	Commodity
	Fwd
	Received
	Intrastate
	Bridge
	Total
	Details 

	 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Origins & Destinations 

	AGRICULTURE

	9: MAIZE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	85 875
	85 875
	FS, NWP stations to Durban for export

	
	
	
	
	106 597
	106 597
	FS, NWP sta. to KZN domestic stations

	
	
	
	
	14 047
	14 047
	FS via Grootvlei and Balfour N. to KZN (Exp)

	
	
	
	
	1 628
	1 628
	FS via Grootvlei and Balfor N to KZN (Domes)

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	208 147
	208 147
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11: SOYA BEANS

	
	
	
	
	25 117
	25 117
	Free State stations to Durban for export

	
	
	
	
	7 432
	7 432
	Free State sta. to KZN domestic stations

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	32 549
	32 549
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13: WHEAT

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	8 537
	8 537
	W Cape and FS various to KZN various

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commodity Sector Total
	0
	0
	0
	249 233
	249 233
	

	

	MINING

	18/67: COAL

	18
	
	7 350 599
	
	
	7 350 599
	Various Witbank, area stations to Palmford

	67
	
	
	
	45 010
	45 010
	Hawerklip via Welgedag to Wests 

	67
	
	
	
	138 171
	138 171
	Kendal via Welgedag to Wests 

	67
	
	
	
	176 531
	176 531
	MLS Oosbank at Witbank to Wests  

	67
	
	
	
	218 825
	218 825
	MLS Tweefontein at Minnaar  to Wests 

	67
	
	
	
	118 685
	118 685
	MLS Woestalleen at Rietspruit to Wests 

	
	(36 523)
	
	
	
	36 523
	Belfast via Welgedag to Wests (added 18-01)

	67
	
	
	
	41 773
	41 773
	Pan via Witbank to Wests 

	67
	
	
	
	4 570
	4 570
	Pullenshope via Witbank to Wests 

	67
	
	
	
	95 824
	95 824
	Uitkyk via Witbank to Wests 

	18
	
	
	
	807 210
	807 210
	MLS Grootegeluk (Limpopo Prov) to Newcastle

	18
	(317 323)
	
	
	
	317 323
	Clewer (Mpu) to KZN Umkomaas

	18
	(35 475)
	
	
	
	35 475
	Clewer (Mpu) to KZN Umbogintwini

	
	(12 388)
	
	
	
	12 388
	Clewer via Welgedag to Hammarsdale

	18
	
	
	
	2 271
	2 271
	MLS SA Coal Est. Landau to (KZN) Estcourt

	Total
	(401 709)
	7 350 599
	0
	2 001 668
	9 753 976
	

	

	20: IRON ORE (HEMATITE)

	
	
	
	
	1  482 233
	1  482 233
	No Cape Sishen to KZN Newcastle 

	
	
	
	
	601 972
	601 972
	Thabazimbi to Newcastle

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	2 084 205
	2 084 205
	

	

	22: CHROME

	
	
	
	
	57 156
	57 156
	Bleskop to Rooipunt KZN)

	
	
	
	
	308
	308
	Zeerust to Umgeni

	
	
	
	
	2 868
	2 868
	Zeerust to Kings Rest for export

	
	
	
	
	4 684
	4 684
	Bleskop to Kings Rest for export

	
	
	
	
	5 214
	5 214
	Phokeng to Kings Rest for export

	
	
	
	
	22 840
	22 840
	Rustenburg to Kings Rest for export

	
	
	
	
	103 600
	103 600
	Northam to Kings Rest for export

	
	(97 388)
	
	
	
	97 388
	Goedgeluk (MP) to Kings Rest for export

	Total
	(97 388)
	0
	0
	242 658
	242 658
	

	

	23: COPPER

	
	
	
	
	22 862
	22 862
	Botswana to Durban (Various)  for export 

	
	
	
	
	11 863
	11 863
	DR Congo to Durban (Various) for export

	
	
	
	
	142 792
	142 792
	Zambia to Durban (Various) for export

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	167 517
	167 517
	

	

	24: MANGANESE

	
	
	
	
	6 300
	6 300
	Hotazel (No Cape) to Newcastle 

	
	
	
	
	217 474
	217 474
	Hotazel to KZN Cato Ridge

	
	
	
	
	163 352
	163 352
	Mamathwane to Cato Ridge

	
	
	
	
	524
	524
	Krugersdorp to Ballengeich and Cedara

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	387 650
	387 650
	

	

	25: TITANIUM

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	427
	427
	Bijlkor to Newcastle

	

	28: STONE, QUARRIED, GRANITE

	
	
	
	
	38 600
	38 600
	NWP and LP to Durban for export

	
	
	
	
	565
	565
	Zimbabwe to Durban

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	39 165
	39 165
	

	

	29: STONE, LIMESTONE

	
	
	
	
	140 698
	140 698
	Meyerton to Newcastle

	
	
	
	
	89 219
	89 219
	Lime Acres (No Cape) to Newcastle

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	229 917
	229 917
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30: STONE, OTHER

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	1 741
	1 741
	Bijlkor to Newcastle

	

	31: MINING OF CHEMICAL & FERTILIZER MINERALS

	
	
	
	
	111 766
	111 776
	Lucerne (NWP)  to Maydon Wharf for export

	
	
	
	
	10 610
	10 610
	Naboomspruit to Maydon Wharf for export

	
	
	
	
	151 939
	151 939
	Pienaarsrivier to Maydon Wharf for export

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	274 325
	274 325
	

	

	32: OTHER NON-METALLIC MINERAL MINING

	
	
	
	
	102 291
	102 291
	Phalaborwa via Welgedag to Kings Rest export

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	69: MANGANESE EXPORT

	
	
	
	
	214 772
	214 772
	Mamathwane via Balforu North to Wests

	
	
	
	
	301 005
	301 005
	Hotazal via Balfour North to Durban

	Total
	
	
	
	515 777
	515 777
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commodity Sector Total
	(499 097)
	7 350 599
	0
	6 047 331 
	13 897 027
	

	

	MANUFACTURING

	35: BEVERAGES

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	4 594  
	4 594
	Caledon (W Cape) to Isipingo

	

	38: WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS

	
	
	
	
	884
	884
	Revolver Creek via Balfour North to Durban (Exp)

	
	
	
	
	2 395
	2 395
	Duivelskloof (Limpopo) to Durban for export

	
	
	
	
	180
	180
	Tzaneen to Maydon Wharf

	
	
	
	
	4 066
	4 066
	Lothair via Welgedag to Umkomaas

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	7 525
	7 525
	

	

	40: PAPER AND PAPER PROD.

	
	
	
	
	91
	91
	W Cape to Mandini

	
	
	
	
	51 119
	51 119
	Ngodwana to Gledhow

	
	
	
	
	28 559
	28 559
	Ngodwana to Maydon Wharf (Exp)

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	79 769
	79 769
	

	

	42: INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS

	
	
	
	
	34
	34
	Zambia via Balfour North to Durban

	
	
	
	
	68 122
	68 122
	Phalaborwa via Welgedag to Umbogintwini

	
	
	
	
	60 822
	60 822
	Trichardt via Sprints to Island View

	
	
	
	
	159 827
	159 827
	Trichardt via Springs to Fynnland

	
	
	
	
	4 631
	4 631
	Sasolburg via Balfour North to Island View

	
	
	
	
	147 579
	147 579
	Sasolburg  to Fynnland

	 Total
	0
	0
	0
	441 015
	441 015
	

	

	43: INDUSTRIAL FERTILISERS
	
	
	
	
	147 579

	
	
	
	
	4 024
	4 024
	Sasolburg to Maydon Wharf

	
	
	
	
	2 186
	2186
	Sasolburg to Durban

	
	
	
	
	3 246
	3 246
	Sasolburg  to Rooipunt

	
	
	
	
	113
	113
	Trichardt via Springs to Umbogintwini

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	9 569
	9 569
	

	

	45: PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	40
	40
	Natalspruit to Merebank

	

	47: OTHER CHEMICALS

	
	
	
	
	7 844
	7 844
	Sous (No Cape)  to Tongaat

	
	
	
	
	27 053
	27 053
	Sasolburg to Umbogintwini

	
	
	
	
	4 598
	4 598
	Halfweg  (No Cape) to Umbogintwini

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	39 495
	39 495
	

	

	48: NON METALIC MINERAL PRODUCTS

	
	
	
	
	91 951
	91 951
	Various stations countrywide to KZN various

	
	
	
	
	75 690
	75 690
	Lime Acres  via Balfour North to Newcastle

	
	
	2
	
	
	2
	Makwassie (NW Prov) to Greylingstad

	
	
	9 016
	
	
	9 016
	Mapleton to Platrand

	
	
	3 496
	
	
	3 496
	Mapleton to Vaal

	
	
	1 058
	
	
	1 058
	Mapleton (N Cape) to Perdekop

	
	
	598
	
	
	598
	Brakpan to Vooruitsig

	
	
	10
	
	
	10
	Heidelburg to Vooruitsig

	
	
	
	210
	
	210
	Standerton to Vooruitsig

	
	
	20
	
	
	20
	Rustenburg (NWP) to Greylengstad

	
	
	598
	
	
	598
	Brakpan to Vooruitsig

	
	
	220
	
	
	220
	Heidelburg to Standerton and Vooruitsig

	Total
	0
	15 018
	210
	167 641
	182 869
	

	

	50: CEMENT

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	17 376
	17 376
	Hercules and Middelwit  to Mt Vernon (Durban)

	

	53: OTHER IRON AND STEEL BASIC  INDUSTRIES

	
	(59 443)
	
	
	59 443
	59 443
	Middelburg via Welgedag to Maydon Wharf

	
	(358)
	
	
	358
	358
	Clewer via Weldedag to Durban

	
	
	
	
	47 243
	47 243
	Clewer via Welgedg to Kings Rest

	
	
	
	
	142 248
	142 248
	Port Elizabeth and Bijlkor for export at Durban

	
	
	
	
	68 769
	68 769
	Dunswart and Bijlkor  to Newcastle

	
	
	
	
	141 394
	141 394
	Bijlkor via Balfour North  to Maydon Wharf

	
	
	
	
	63 447
	63 447
	Bijlkor via Balfour North to Newcastle

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	522 902
	522 902
	

	

	54: NON-FERROUS METAL BASIC INDUSTRIES

	
	
	
	
	18 881
	18 881
	Phalaborwa via Welgedag to Kings Rest

	
	
	
	
	3 630
	3 630
	Zambia to Durban

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	22 511
	22 511
	

	

	55: METAL PRODUCTS EXCLUDING MACHINERY

	
	0
	0
	0
	136
	136
	Woltemade to MLS Siltech

	
	(120)
	
	
	120
	120
	Ermelo via Ogies, Welgedag to Island View

	Total
	(120)
	0
	0
	256
	256
	

	

	58: MOTOR VEHICLES

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	52 399
	52 399
	Various Gauteng  to Durban and Isipingo

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	60: TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT

	
	(40)
	
	
	40
	40
	Ermelo via Balfour North to Bayhead

	
	
	
	
	50
	50
	Cape Town via Balfour North to Durban

	
	
	
	
	24
	24
	Uitenhage via Balfour North to Bayhead

	
	
	
	
	15
	15
	Rebecca via Balfour North to Umgeni

	
	
	
	
	34
	34
	Isando via Balfour North to Fynnbland

	
	
	30
	
	
	30
	Sentrarand to Greylingstad

	
	
	44
	
	
	44
	Sentrarand to Volksrust

	
	
	
	
	3 400
	3 400
	Various origins to various KZN

	
	
	
	240
	
	240
	Heidelburg to Standerton

	
	
	411
	
	
	411
	Pretoria to Vooruitsig

	Total
	(40)
	485
	240
	3 563
	4 288
	

	

	61: OTHER MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	996
	996
	Dunswart to Maydon Wharf

	

	64: AVIATION FUEL

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	30
	30
	Elandsfontein to Merebank

	

	65: NOT LISTED AS A COMMODITY

	
	(60)
	
	
	60
	60
	Trichardt via Springs to Maydon Wharf

	
	
	
	
	1 553
	1 553
	Various origins to KZN

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	1 613
	1 613
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Commodity Sector Total
	0
	15 503
	450
	1 164 025
	1 179 988
	

	

	CONTAINER TRANSPORT

	66: CONTAINER TONS

	
	(144 322)
	
	
	144 322
	144 322
	Trichardt

	
	(44 296)
	
	
	44 296
	44 296
	Trichardt via Springs to Kings Rest

	
	(75)
	
	
	75
	75
	Trichardt via Springs to Maydon Wharf

	
	
	
	
	2 808
	2 808
	Letsitele via Welgedag to Durban, Congella, Isipingo

	
	
	
	
	52
	52
	Oangedene via Welgedag to Durban

	
	
	
	
	7 345
	7 345
	Phalaborwa via vloff to Kings Rest (Durban)

	
	
	
	
	1 092
	1 092
	Letsitele via Welgedag to Congella

	
	
	
	
	1 300
	1 300
	Letsitele via Welgedag to Durban 

	
	
	
	
	416
	416
	Letsitele via Welgedag to Isipingo

	
	(17 089)
	
	
	17 089
	17 089
	Middelburg via Welgedag to Kings Rest

	
	(75 780)
	
	
	75 780
	75 780
	Nelspruit via Welgedag to Kings Rest (Durban)

	
	(281)
	
	
	281
	281
	Ngodwana via Welgedag to Kings Rest

	 Mpumalanga Total
	(281 843)
	
	
	294 856
	294 856
	

	Non-Mpumalanga Total
	0
	0
	0
	1 434 464
	1 434 464
	Various non-Mpumalanga  to KZN and export

	Final Total
	281 843
	
	
	1 729 320
	1 729 320
	

	

	Commodity Sector Details
	

	Agriculture
	0
	0
	0
	249 233
	249 233
	

	Mining
	(499 097)
	7 350 599
	0
	6 047 331 
	13 897 027
	

	Manufacturing
	0
	15 503
	450
	1 164 025
	1 179 988
	

	Container Traffic
	0
	0
	0
	1 729 320
	1 729 320
	

	Total
	(499 097)
	7 366 102
	450
	9 189 909
	17 055 558 
	

	

	Through Traffic over Natcor Corridor on Balfour North – Volksrust Section

	

	
	Inland Direction
	Coastal Direction
	Both Directions
	

	Total Traffic on route
	17 055 558
	3 726 954
	19 264 171
	

	Traffic forwarded from Mpumalanga stations on route
	0
	7 094
	7 094
	

	Traffic received at Mpumalanga stations (Including Palmford coal)
	7 366 102
	833
	7 366 935
	

	Transit traffic from inland stations
	9 189 909
	3 719 027
	11 889 682
	

	

	Major coastwise transit traffic through Mpumalanga section of Corridor
	

	18: Coal to Majuba Power Station at Palmford
	 7 350 599
	

	20: Iron Ore
	2 084 205
	

	18/67: Coal Export and domestic
	2 001 668
	

	66: Container traffic
	1 729 320
	

	69: Manganese - Export
	515 777
	

	24: Manganese
	409 047
	

	29: Stone: Limestone
	229 917
	

	9:  Maize
	208 147
	


Note: Commodities indicated travel the full length of the route between Balfour North and Vooruitsig unless otherwise stated
 * Associated branches include: -  

    Balfour North to Grootvlei, Vaaldraai (on Free State border) and to Bethlehem;

    Firham (Standerton) to Vrede (in Free State) 
Table 4a. Balfour North – Volksrust Main Line (Natcor) Coastal Traffic 2011-02-14 to Safiri by AA Jorgensen from TFR information
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